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OXBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL 

2022/1 
MINUTES  

AGM & ORDINARY MEETING -via ZOOM 
Thursday 6 May 2021, starting at 7pm 

 

PRESENT: Simon Willies  
Bernie Chapman 
Graham Allison 
Linda Buckingham 
Ian Monson 
Fabian Eagle  

Chair 
Vice Chair  
Councillor 
Councillor 
Councillor 
Norfolk County Council Councillor 
 

      14 Members of the Public 
 
Before the meeting began, the Chair issued the usual reminder for everyone to keep comments civil and relevant, and for public 
attendees to mute themselves until the allotted time for participation. If there were any interruptions, he would ask the Clerk to 
remove them from the meeting.  

Open Forum (questions regarding the Agenda) 
 
Regarding the powers of competency (as referenced in the annual Parish Meeting) Andrew Le Clercq asked whether the PC is relying 
on this for any business they intend to conduct. Cllr Willies said that this simply means that the PC has the same powers as any 
individual. 
 

1.     Election of Chair and Declaration of Acceptance of Office 
The Clerk asked for nominations for Chair. Cllr Chapman nominated Cllr Willies, which was seconded by Cllr Monson. 
There was no other nomination and a show of hands was unanimous – Cllr Willies accepted and signed the declaration 
of acceptance of office form (shared via his screen). (Clerk Note: Cllr Allison had not joined the meeting at this point). 
 

2. Election of Vice-Chair and Declaration of Acceptance of Office 
 The Chair invited nominations for Vice Chair. Cllr Buckingham nominated Cllr Chapman, seconded by Cllr Monson. There was 
 no other nomination and a show of hands was unanimous.  Cllr Chapman accepted and signed the declaration  
 of acceptance of office (shared via his screen). The Chair thanked Cllr Buckingham for her service as Vice Chair during  
 the previous year. (Clerk Note: Cllr Allison had not joined the meeting at this point). 
 

3. Apologies for absence 
 Cllr Nairn had extended his apologies for not being able to attend. 
 

4. Declarations of Interest 
None.

5. Declarations of recording and social media use 
 Parish Clerk will be recording the meeting via zoom application.  
 

6.    To approve the Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held 15 May 2019 (meeting in 2020 cancelled due to 
Covid-19 pandemic)   

  These Minutes had been circulated and displayed on the Notice Board (and PC website). Cllr Willies proposed that the Minutes 
should be accepted, seconded by Cllr Monson; show of hands was unanimous, so they were approved as a true record and signed 
by the Chair (shared via his screen). (Clerk Note: Cllr Buckingham could not vote as she had not been present and Cllr Allison had 
not joined the meeting at this point). 

 

7. To approve the Minutes of the Ordinary meeting held on 17 March 2021 
The Chair proposed these should be accepted, seconded by Cllr Chapman. A show of hands was unanimous, so they were 
approved as a true record and signed by the Chair (shared via his screen). (Clerk note: Cllr Monson could not vote as he had not 
been present and Cllr Allison had not joined the meeting at this point). 
  

8. Matters arising 
  None. 
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9. To approve the Minutes of the EGM held on 30 March 2021 
The Chair proposed these should be accepted, seconded by Cllr Chapman. A show of hands was unanimous, so they were 
approved as a true record and signed by the Chair (shared via his screen). (Clerk note: Cllr Monson could not vote as he had not 
been present and Cllr Allison had not joined the meeting at this point). 

 
 

10. Reports 
c. County Councillor’s Report (see Appendix A). There were no questions and the Chair thanked him for his report, at 

which point Cllr Eagle withdrew from the meeting. 

 a. Chair’s Report (see Appendix B). There were no questions. 

 b. District Councillor’s Report (see Appendix C). There were no questions.  
d. Village Hall Report (see Appendix D). Cllr Monson commented on how good the improvements to the village hall have 

worked out and asked what the secret is – how all the money is being raised. Cathy answered that Breckland Council has 
been a great support, that Julie Wood has raised money via the Church (in her capacity as a PCC warden), so Julie and Cathy 
had worked together on funding at the Village Hall and sought professional advice received from CAN which showed we had a 
lot of knowledge in the area. It is hard work but very rewarding when the money is received. Also, the Government supplied 
money for covid-proofing. The reserves of £16000 leaves the Village Hall in a strong position. There were no other questions 
and the Chair thanked her for the report.                           

e. St. John’s Church PCC Report (see Appendix E). Becky Ashley added some more information:  They had planned to 

recruit a full-time priest but unfortunately due to the Covid-19 situation, this had been put on hold. She offered thanks to 
Julie Wood for her tremendous work on fundraising for the Church – looking for grants to help the restoration of the 
Bedingfeld Chapel, for which they have finally received a report and intend to proceed with the works, but will get a few 
more quotes first, adding that it would be fantastic to finish off the repairs. There were no questions and the Chair thanked 
Becky for her contribution.         

f.  Hewars and Hammonds Trust Report (see Appendix F). There were no questions and the Chair thanked Miles for his 

report. 
g.  Gooderstone School Report. Cllr Monson advised that he had not received a report from the head teacher in time for 

the meeting, as he is no longer a governor (stepped down in February) so could not supply one himself. But he advised that 
the school has 54 pupils for the coming year in September – but that they would prefer to increase this to at least 60; the 

school is a very good school with competent and experienced teachers, especially the head teacher Sarah Godbold. There 

were no questions and the Chair thanked Ian for his contribution. 
h.  Speedwatch Report (see Appendix G). Frankie added that at the last session the police community officer, Paula 

Gilluley had joined in and stopped 3 speeding vehicles (doing in excess of 40mph) – they would still receive a letter but it 
was good to see the swift action taken as the police consider the problem of speeding a priority in the village. In the event of 
rain or excessive cold – or more recently an attack by a swarm of bees –the speedwatch session is abandoned. The Chair 
thanked Frankie for her continued efforts and the hope that more volunteers would step forward to increase the numbers 
(and then increase the number of sessions). Frankie added that it would be great to achieve the ‘Crimplesham effect’ for 
Oxborough! 

  i.   History Group Report (see Appendix H).There were no questions and the Chair thanked Bar for her report. 
j.  Annual Parish Meeting Report. The Chair confirmed that this had been held 15 April 2021 and that the draft minutes 

had been circulated to all villagers who had been present. These would be approved at next year’s meeting. 

 
11. Planning  
 None   
 

12.  Correspondence 
 a) NCC – see website 
 b) Breckland Council 

1. Chairman, Cllr Lynda Turner: It is with great sadness that I must inform you that His Royal Highness Prince Philip, Duke of 
Edinburgh, has died. On behalf of Breckland Council, I would like to express my sincere sadness at his loss. Full email 
uploaded to website. 
2. Mike Nairn, recently promoted to Vice Chairman, issued a report “Breckland Council, Year in Review 2020/21” – uploaded 
to website. 
c) Norfolk County Council 
 1. 1 Million Trees for Norfolk -as part of wider aims to deliver lasting environmental benefits throughout Norfolk. If you 
would like to get in touch please email Tom Russell Grant at tree.planting@norfolk.gov.uk.  
d) Email from Sylvester Coleman, regarding his suggestion that the telephone box be fitted with some shelves and used as a 
library/book exchange. The Chair queried this – seems a fair idea but it would need to go on the agenda. Cllr Monson 
asked the Clerk what response she had sent: she said that this idea had been suggested in earlier years, but that the 
council had agreed to retain the box as a point of heritage. However it has been a while since then, so it would be 
appropriate to discuss in a future council meeting. Cllr Monson agreed that it could go on the agenda but that the PC 
would not be in a position to manage this – maybe rent out the telephone box (peppercorn rate). Put on next Agenda. 
e) Email from Bernie Dye – wedding postponed until 31 May 2022. 
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f) Stone mason Nick Hindle carried out a site visit of the war memorial: to clean the memorial including lettered plaque, 
pillars and ball pinnacles. Colour intensify treat pillars. Also clean memorial base. £455 plus VAT. Cllr Monson observed that 
this was much higher than the first quote. The Clerk confirmed that a site inspection had been carried out – which 
resulted in this much higher quote. The Chair asked if Mr Hindle was of the opinion that the work should be carried out 
soon (maybe before the price increases again) but the Clerk stated that she had warned him about the playground 
project and how that would need to be completed before any further expenditure was allowed, although the budget 
included a gross figure of £318. 
g) Playground project 
 1. National Lottery extended completion date to 24 September 2021. 
 2. Updated NGF quote for railings = £9039.51 + VAT 
 3. Quote from Unique Engineering for railings = £9804.45 + VAT4 
h) CGM: 3% price increase across range of services from April 1, 2021. 
i) NALC: Re. the death of HRH Prince Phillip - The link for the book of condolences is available at www.royal.uk. 
j) OVHC: Elaine Willies emailed a photo of the proposed new notice board – circulated around the council for information 
only. 
k) Norfolk Citizens Advice Grants for individuals Database – notice displayed and added to website 
l) Royal British Legion Industries – letter received re. VE Day 8 May 2021, to purchase a Tommy from the range available at 
www.rbli.shop 
m) Ultimate Workforce Ltd – quote received for annual maintenance of the village green: Nett £142 per cut (15 cuts) + 
£51.75 per herbicide treatment (2 per year). 
n) Email from Hilary Gay -complimenting the recent grass cut carried out by CGM (19 April). 
o) PKF Littlejohn LLP - Annual Governance and Accountability Returns (AGARs) submission deadline for the receipt of the 
approved AGAR and supporting documentation or the Certificate of Exemption (as appropriate) is Friday 2 July 2021. 
p) Clerk raised annual request to Mike Craig, to ask if he would carry out the Internal Audit requirement of the AGAR. He 
completed this prior to the meeting. 

 

13. Highways 
Temporary Traffic Order affecting the U33247 Gooderstone Road from its junction with Murgots Lane to its junction with 
Folly Lane in the PARISH OF BEACHAMWELL because of carriageway retexturing/surface dressing works. The road will be 
temporarily closed (except for access) from 21st -23rd May 2021 for the duration of the works, expected to be 3 days within 
the period. Cllr Monson said that he expected they will attempt to remove the very sunken, rough section through the 
woods (and then stone and chip).  

 
14.  Finance 

a. To receive bank balance and reconciliation, and year end accounts ending 31 March 2021: See Appendix I. 
Councillors reviewed the spreadsheet prepared by the Clerk, in particular the additional detail of the restricted funds 
reconciliation which details the funding reserved for the playground equipment. The Chair queried the 30% deposit figure of 
£3095.70 (as he had seen the cheque payment of £3714.84) and the Clerk explained that the VAT had been shown separately 
(included in the figure £904.31). Cllr Monson asked if all the funding for the playground equipment is in the bank balance – 
the Clerk confirmed this.  There were no other questions. Cllr Chapman proposed to accept the reconciliation and the Chair 
seconded – all in favour: The Chair signed the bank reconciliation. Clerk note: the Receipts & Payments ledger was supplied 
to the Chair for signing after the meeting. The Clerk signed both documents once this was completed (after the meeting).  

b.  To consider authorisation of payments and to sign cheques: 
Payments: 

1. Zoom – 15 April, Annual Parish Meeting- £11.99 plus VAT (now that Zoom GB registered for VAT). 
2. NGF Play Ltd – 30% deposit on playground railings- £2968.52 cheque sent – to be ratified at the meeting 
3. Hayes + Storr Solicitor – final invoice for legal fees: £797.50 plus VAT 

 The Chair proposed these payments – seconded by Cllr Chapman – all in favour, passed. 
Receipts: 

1.BC precept -£1583 
c.  To confirm external auditors. Cllr Monson asked how often they looked at the accounts. The Clerk advised that each 
year the PC complete the accounts and also a Certificate of Exemption (as OPC meet the criteria) which means that the 
accounts are not submitted to the external auditor (although of course the Annual Governance and Accountability 
Return-AGAR- is completed and published as per the regulations). Cllr Willies proposed to confirm the external auditors 
as PKF Littlejohn, this was seconded by Cllr Monson, and a show of hands was unanimous - passed. 
d.  To receive and review Internal Auditor report on 2020/21 accounts. Once again completed by Mr. Mike Craig. The 
Clerk shared this on her screen and asked the Councillors to read and offer any questions. No questions, so Cllr Willies 
proposed to accept the report, this was seconded by the Cllr Monson, and a show of hands was unanimous - passed. 
e.  To review and approve the 2020/21 Annual Return Governance Statement. The Clerk shared her screen and read out 
each line for the Councillors to approve. There were no questions and Cllr Monson proposed to accept the statement, 
this was seconded by Cllr Buckingham – a show of hands was unanimous -passed. 
f.  To review and approve the 2020/21 Annual Return Accounts Statement. The Clerk read out the statement and asked 
the council to review and approve the accounts statement. Cllr Chapman proposed to accept the statement, which was 
seconded by Cllr Allison, a show of hands was unanimous - passed. 

http://www.royal.uk/
http://www.rbli.shop/
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Clerk Note: the AGAR 2020_21 Part 2, where the higher gross income or gross expenditure was £25,000 or less, met with 
qualifying criteria and so the Parish Council may certify themselves as exempt from a limited assurance review. The 
Clerk has completed the Certificate of Exemption (to be returned to the external auditor via email) and the various 
documents already mentioned (plus analysis of variances, bank reconciliation and Notice of period for the Exercise of 
Public Rights and other information required by Regulation 15 (2), Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015) would be 
published on the website (plus the Notice Board).  

 

15. Motion to approve arrangement for a short-term loan towards the cost of the playground project 
 The PC needs a short-term loan to address the cash-flow problem to fund the playground railings -£9895.16. The balance of 

funding of £1216 plus generous donation of £5000 leaves just the £3713 VAT component which needs to be covered. The loan 
would be repaid in the current financial year. The PC has checked the PC Financial Regulations – Section 8 (Loans & 
Investments)- which permits the PC to take out a loan. Also referring to the Guide to Parish & Town Council Borrowing in 
England, under section ‘when is a borrowing approval not required’, the PC meet the criteria (short term cash flow to be 
repaid in the same financial year). And finally, there is the ‘general power of confidence’ covered by the Localisation Act 
(2011) which gives councils the power to do anything an individual can do provided it is not prohibited by other legislation. 
Need to put in place some documentation which covers both parties to ensure the loan is repaid. The Chair asked for any 
comments. Cllr Monson asked if the loan was from a bank or an organization – it is a private individual, a resident from the 
village – it will be an interest-free loan. This is a very generous offer – and necessary to meet the conditions of Oxborough 
Farms Ltd (to install the fencing at the same time as the play equipment). The Chair proposed that the PC enters into the 
short-term loan, this was seconded by Cllr Chapman – all in favour, passed.  

 

16. Update on installation of play equipment on the village green 
The installation can go ahead; the letter with conditions from OFL has been signed and returned, the area has been staked 
out to show the location of the fencing. But there is a delay in the start due to a metal shortage – although the deposit on 
the railings has now been paid. The legal fees (2 invoices) totals just over £1000, which exceeds the budget figure: the PC 
will need to dip into reserves, which may result in other planned expenditures being put on hold. The Clerk has looked at 
quotes for signage – the first has been received from the playground contractor (NGF Play - £285 plus VAT), and she will seek 
out additional quotes for the next meeting. Cllr Allison asked if the metal shortages might increase the cost of the railings – 
the Chair said that the contract has been agreed (signed) between NGF Play and OPC, and that the deposit had been paid, so 
this should fix the contract.  

 

17. A.O.B. 
 Cllrs Chapman, Buckingham and Monson had no further comments, but Cllr Allison referred back to the village hall report, as 

he had missed the start of the meeting (computer problems),saying that he would like to add to the report.  The coffee 
morning will be re-starting on 19 May (as advised earlier by Cathy Warnock) – price of £2 for as much as you can drink (food is 
extra). 

 

Public participation 

 
18. TO RECEIVE INFORMATION OR SUGGESTED ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION AT THE NEXT MEETING 

Hilary Gay would like to know whether the PC has yet formulated and published the maintenance plan for the playground – 
and necessary responsibilities for the equipment as this will be installed before the next meeting in July. The Chair thanked 
her for the reminder and responded that the PC would get something in place. Andrew Le Clercq suggested that if finance is 
a struggle to just fence of what is needed (the specific equipment) rather than a wider area. The Chair thanked him for his 
comment. 

 
The Chair thanked everyone for their contributions and bid all, goodnight. 

The meeting closed at 8.15 pm 

 

 

 
 
APPENDIX A (NCC Report) -Cllr Fabian Eagle 
The 2021/21 Budget  
A £439 million net revenue budget, a £102 million boost for roads and infrastructure and a 3.99 per cent Council Tax rise has been 
agreed to support communities, the economy and the environment across the County. Further, there will be an investment of £45.7m 
to meet cost and other pressures in services, including £28.2m in adult social care, £7m in children’s services and £10.5m in 
community and environmental services. Within the investment of £102m in the capital programme, taking the total infrastructure 
programme to £537.66m, these include £11.5m for supported housing for young adults, £4m for children’s residential homes and 
investment in the Long Stratton bypass and new libraries. Additionally there will be an investment of £2m to respond to flooding, 
including an additional £350k in revenue budget provision, £235k in highways spending to reduce road flooding risks and £1.5m for the 
creation of a new flood reserve to fund urgent works and repairs.  
New service from Norfolk Libraries helped families learn from home 



  

 

 
OPC AGM & Ordinary meeting 6 May 2021 prepared by the clerk, Susan Hernandez.  
Signed by the Chair…………………………………..dated……………………                                                        
 

Page 5 of 9 

Families that were struggling with home learning have a new place to turn to for advice and support. Norfolk Libraries has set up a 
phone line which serves as a first stop for parents and carers in the county using new devices to teach their children. The phone line 
aims to provide a friendly voice to families that aren’t familiar with home learning technology, including those that have received a 
new laptop or tablet as a result of Norfolk County Council’s ‘Every Child Online’ campaign. Norfolk libraries has scrapped late fees for 
children as part of post-pandemic reading push. NCC has agreed have agreed ambitious plans for the Norfolk Libraries and Information 
service to improve children and young people's reading skills which have been diminished nationally as a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic. This includes the removal of overdue charges for everyone under the age of 16, universal membership of the county’s e-
library through Norfolk’s schools and the introduction of a new ‘1000 books before school’ reading challenge. 
Norfolk participating in new contact tracing scheme. 
NCC is to oversee all Covid contact tracing in the county, building on the county’s successful work to identify close contacts of those 
who have tested positive for the virus. The “Local-0” scheme will see cases passed without delay to local tracers at the same time as 
an individual who tested positive for coronavirus is invited to complete the online contact information. The current approach passes 
cases from the national NHS Test & Trace taskforce onto local tracers only after the national team has been unable to make contact 
over a period of 24 hours. In the seven days between 9th and 16th January there were 4,029 confirmed cases, but between 7th and 
13th March this had reduced to 351, which is below the UK average.  
Every Child Online campaign launched 
A new campaign which aims to ensure every school age child has a digital device and internet connection to learn remotely at home 
was launched. NCC has been working with Norfolk Community Foundation (NCF) on the campaign backed by the EDP newspaper to 
make sure no child is left behind in their learning because of digital disadvantage. The county council has already co-ordinated the 
sourcing, prioritisation, and distribution of over 5,000 laptops and tablets, either directly to youngsters or to their schools.  
Major highway improvement schemes started in 2021. 
A multi-million pound programme of road maintenance continued into 2021 with major schemes getting underway in Great 
Yarmouth, Downham Market and Stalham. 
The improvements have been made possible thanks to the £22m highway funding for Norfolk that the Department for Transport 
announced in May 2020, to fund schemes in the 2020-21 financial year. Norfolk received more than any other local authority in the 
East of England for maintenance and repairs to the county’s roads, bridges, pavements and cycle paths. At £1.2m the mechanical and 
electrical upgrades for the 90-year-old Haven Bridge in Great Yarmouth is the largest scheme to be funded as part of the £22m 
programme. Some upgrade works were completed in the autumn, but other work, which will resolve many of the issues caused by the 
lifting bridge’s ageing equipment, started in February and is expected to take 13 weeks to complete. The £22m funding award is in 
addition to Norfolk County Council’s existing highways capital maintenance budget of £38.6m for the year 2020-2021. 
Surge of Beryl Bike rides in 2020 as Norwich pedals to greener future  
With over 11,000 riders, close to 70,000 trips and 266,303 kilometres ridden on Beryl Bikes this year, Norwich can boast to being a 
greener place for residents and visitors throughout 2020.Beryl, the local bikeshare provider, has played a large role in the area’s 
transport habits last year, helping NHS and key workers take essential trips during the first national lockdown, easing pressure on 
public transport and providing the wider public with an affordable and convenient way to get from A to B. The 68,900 trips taken by 
Beryl Bike are equivalent to 43.92 tonnes of CO2 saved. Also in 2020, in partnership with Norfolk County Council, Beryl became the 
world’s first provider of a city-wide multimodal smart fleet including pedal bikes, e-bikes and e-scooters. This choice of vehicles 
provided residents of Norwich with a chance to take a variety of journeys in a safe, sustainable and convenient way. 
Norfolk hits top spot for second year running in road and transport survey 
For the second year running Norfolk has come first among its peers in a national highways and transport survey. 
Over the summer 3,300 people in Norfolk were asked for their views on topics such as road safety, highway maintenance, congestion 
and public transport as part of the National Highways and Transport (NHT) survey 2020. The results are ranked against other 
participating councils from across the country to give a nationwide picture of how Norfolk is performing. Out of the 29 county councils 
and larger unitary authorities in the peer group, Norfolk secured the top spot for overall satisfaction and saw the highest above 
average scores in both satisfaction with ‘traffic levels and congestion’ and ‘condition of highways’. 
Norfolk Flooding Alliance created 
In response to winter flooding seen across the County, the Norfolk Flooding Alliance has been created. Led by Lord Dannatt and 
including bodies such as District Councils, Anglian Water, the Environmental Agency, internal drainage boards, along with Norfolk 
County Council, the challenges posed across the County can be addressed and tackled.  
Housing boost for people with disabilities 
One hundred and eighty-one supported housing units are set to be developed in Norfolk, to help people with disabilities live more 
independent lives. The County Council will seek to invest £9m-£18m of capital to develop supported, adapted and specialist housing 
over the next 10 years, to improve people’s lives, reduce hospital admissions and reduce care costs by £1.9m per year. 
Grant scheme launched to provide free expert advice and cash to help businesses ‘Go Digital’ 
A new grant scheme launched last December will enabled micro, small and medium-sized businesses to make better use of digital 
technology through funding and one to one support. Go Digital was launched by Norfolk County Council to help businesses based in the 
county identify digital opportunities. It will provide expert one-to-one consultancy and the ability to apply for grants of up to £500. 
Digital opportunities included how to sell products and services online, reach new customers using social media, build customer 
databases, develop new or existing websites and attract new visitors, or how to work out the best homeworking options for teams. 
More vulnerable children in Norfolk supported to remain with their families 
A £12-£15 million five-year programme to transform support for children and young people enabled more youngsters to remain with 
their families.National statistics reveal the number of children looked after by Norfolk County Council’s Children’s Social Care was 
lower, per 10,000 children than that of England (64 vs 67).  
Norfolk Library Service awarding funding to help with Census 
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Norfolk Library Service has been awarded £53k to deliver support for people in Norfolk needing to access the first ever online Census, 
amounting to one of the largest single contracts from the Office of National Statistics (ONS).  
Children in care gets below the 1000 barrier 
The current numbers of children in care are down to 994, this is from a high of 1200 just over 12 months ago.  
This has been achieved by working better and closer with families, to keep children in their family unit and is part of our 
transformation programme. This is a far better outcome for the children and with Average costs for a child in care at £50,000/annum 
savings are made. The full savings (200 x 50) haven’t been fully realised because the unit costs of our children remaining are on the 
higher side but this does indicate the impact children in care have on the budget. We have also increased our in house fostering 
meaning we use less agency places where again significant savings are with the difference being around £1000/month. 
First look at new Norwich recycling centre as it takes shape 
Construction of one of two new recycling centres for the Greater Norwich area is well underway as pictures taken in early March 
show.  A 300 tonne crane is currently on site at the new £2.75m Norwich North recycling centre as sections of what will be a 500,000 
litre tank, an integral part of the comprehensive water management system on site, are manoeuvred into place. This tank is the 
largest of its kind at any of Norfolk’s recycling centres and will ensure any surface water runoff stays within the site. 
Work on the major project started late last year, and includes a new access road to the recycling centre, which is located on land off 
the A140/A1270 junction near the airport. 
 
APPENDIX B (Chair Report) – Cllr Simon Willies 
Strange times indeed! – not only the huge impact COVID has had on everyone’s daily life worldwide but also locally the resignations of 
three Councillors and the turmoil of getting agreement on the play area. I think the Parish Council has negotiated this rocky path 
successfully and is establishing a much firmer path for moving forward. This has been achieved through the sterling work and efforts 
of our Parish Clerk, Susan Hernandez, ably supported by our Councillors. Thank you Susan and fellow Councillors. 
 I must admit I had doubts about holding meetings via Zoom however once we got over the initial teething problems I think they have 
been a great success opening up the meetings to a wider audience and greater participation. It is pleasing to report the positive 
progress we have made with the play area project and hopefully work will start mid-June on the construction.  
 Finally, congratulations to our local Breckland District Councillor, Mike Nairn, for being elected to the position of Vice-Chairman of 
Breckland District Council. 
 Thankyou one and all for your support. Here’s looking forward to a successful year ahead. 
 
APPENDIX C (Breckland Council Report) –Cllr Mike Nairn. 
As of the 1st May 2021, the shared  management arrangement between South Holland and Breckland came to an end.  Fortunately, 
the core of the senior management team remained with Breckland. We have to congratulate Breckland’s Officers, Members and 
volunteers for their reaction to the current pandemic.  On the 20th March 2020, they were advised that the country was going into 
lockdown on the 23rd March and that officers and staff would have to work from home.  By the 27th March, the majority of officers 
were able to work from home due to the sterling efforts of the IT Team. All of our services have continued to be delivered throughout 
and those staff members are to be congratulated. In addition, Breckland has distributed in excess of £54000000 in the form a grants 
to businesses and clubs etc. We would also like to give a vote of thanks to the Residents of Breckland who formed volunteer groups to 
assist those in our community who were shielding and needed shopping and prescriptions collected.  I would also include those 
restaurants and take away food shops who effectively started a “meals on Wheels” service. 
As we move forward, there are still business grants available and details can be found on the Breckland website.  
There are in excess of 1000 businesses who have been eligible to receive “Restart Grants”.  These have met the nationally set criteria 
which looks at the type of business and the rateable value of their premises. Breckland has also brought in a Shop Front Improvement 
Scheme and introduced COVID Safe and Adaption Grants.  This goes hand in hand with the Covid Safe Scheme which helps customers 
see the business are making to ensure they are Covid Safe. There have been a number of COVID Testing centres throughout the 
district. In addition to this there are “pop up” testing centres. As a point of note, everyone can now get the Covid Lateral Flow Test 
kits either from a Pharmacy or applying on-line. (Whilst both my wife and I have now received our second vaccination, we are using 
the LF Tests, all of which to date have been negative!) Whilst the Breckland District Council Offices have been virtually empty, they 
have undergone a “refit” in preparation of the officers and staff returning to their offices.  It has also meant a refurbishment of the 
Council chamber and facilities.  I have yet to see them but look forward to meeting my fellow councillors and the officers after the 
21st June. You will also be aware that the Refuse Collection Service is now a shared contract between Breckland District Council, 
North Norfolk District Council and King’s Lynn and West Norfolk BC with SERCO being the Service Provider. At this time, the old Elm 
Road School in Thetford is now being refurbished to provide Emergency Accommodation with thirty units to cater for families and 
individuals. In addition, Breckland has supported the Supermarket set up in the Charles Burrell Centre, Thetford as well as the 
community fridges in Durham and Swaffham.  
Over the past year, Breckland’s Silver Social has had to go online and has had a fantastic take up with a variety of activities for all. 
At this time you will all be aware of the High Court ruling at the end of April which effectively means that from the 7th May, all 
Council Meetings, County, District, Borough or Parish will have to meet face to face.  Many councils have opted to hold their Annual 
and AGMs as virtual meetings prior to that date, and postponing any further meetings until after the 21st June. 
Breckland District Council has held the last virtual council meeting on the 29th April, at which, I was appointed as Vice Chairman of 
the Council.  I feel it is a tremendous honour and I will do my utmost to represent all that is best in Breckland for its residents. 
 
APPENDIX D (Village Hall Report) – prepared and read out by Cathy Warnock (Chair) 
April / May last year saw a new kitchen installed by villager Jake Stansfield (following a competitive tender process). We fundraised 
for this and raised £15,000 which came from the VH funds, Breckland Council, Geoffrey Watling Charity, Waitrose and £1,150 from 



  

 

 
OPC AGM & Ordinary meeting 6 May 2021 prepared by the clerk, Susan Hernandez.  
Signed by the Chair…………………………………..dated……………………                                                        
 

Page 7 of 9 

people in the village including a Village Breakfast which raised £400. It really was the village at it’s best.  We then decided to 
redecorate the main hall; install long-overdue new lighting including spot-lights; and finished off with some very attractive blackout 
blinds. Apart from the lighting the work was done by the committee and friends of the Village Hall particularly Anita and Jeff Cutler. 
We installed new fencing so the ‘garden’ area is self-contained.  In March we won £2,223 from the Lottery and Government to install 
Wi-Fi at the VH and to pay the line rental for the next 2 years, plus some IT equipment – watch this space! We particularly thank 
Darren Wray for his ideas and input and to Tristan Tomlinson for working with Darren on the installation and also for being our 
Defibrillator guardian. We appointed a new fire company offering better value for money, training in how to use a fire extinguisher, 
new multi-purpose fire extinguishers (same as those used at Heathrow T5 and all British Embassies across the world) which last longer 
and are easier to inspect. The Committee now has 7 members including two new ones - Elaine Willies and Eileen Stapleton who have 
hit the ground running and will be a real asset to the committee. The other Committee members are: Julie Wood who we are very 
lucky to have as our long-serving (16 years) Secretary. Also, Mike Craig as Treasurer and Bar Pritchard, Graham Allison, and myself as 
the new Chair. We said goodbye to Mike Wood who had served on the committee for 16 years and presented Mike with a thank-you 
present at the AGM. At times being a member of the VH Committee involves a lot of hard work and commitment and I feel the village 
should be very proud of the work the above people continue to do. We are grateful for the Government money received during 
lockdown. As a committee we have taken the Covid issue very seriously in terms of understanding, planning, prevention and re-
opening  - this time in May, including CafeOx on Wednesday’s (particular thanks to Frankie Watkins for the cakes) and plans for a 
monthly lunch event too. 
Our future plans include: 
·      A new notice board replacing the old shared VH and PC board. Ordered and being made and will be installed sometime in May 
·      Upgrading both lobbies including new doors and a brighter ‘feel’ 
·      Ramp for disabled people, parents etc from the second Fire Exit into the garden 
·      Associated patio, planters etc. 
·      Complete spring clean and redecoration of store room, shelving etc.  
·      Possibly a new floor 
·      A ‘new technology club’  
·      Fundraising more and more to maximise our income (BBQ -31 July and a Panto next January 2022) 
·      And in May, as we re-open, we will launch our website 
Finally, following advice from CAN (Community Action Norfolk) and the Charity Commission, we reviewed our historic Trust Deed and 
Conveyance and unanimously agreed to retain it but (due to old-English legalise) to ensure there is also a Plain English version which 
can be used alongside it. Some minor changes may also be made. 
 
APPENDIX E (PCC Report) –prepared by the Church Warden Julie Wood presented by Becky Ashley 
Following the lead theft in 2016 the restoration of the badly damaged tombs and monuments in the Bedingfeld Chapel became the 
focus of our fundraising activities. This was made more difficult during Lockdown in 2020 when St John the Evangelist church had to 
remain closed.  However, during Lockdown the PCC successfully applied to Historic England for a grant with which we were able to 
commission a report from an accredited conservator detailing the work required to restore the interior of the Bedingfeld Chapel.  
The PCC is in the process of obtaining estimates based on the recommendations of the report and will then begin fundraising for the 
money required.  In line with Government and Diocesan advice, St John the Evangelist church resumed opening daily from the start of 
Easter week. To protect the safety of visitors and the congregation, the interior of the church has been divided off to prevent 
members of the public using the main seating areas or accessing the altar, font area or the pulpit. Limited seating is available at the 
rear of the church and in the North Aisle. There are hand sanitiser points and a laminated QR code which visitors are encouraged to 
use. In the Bedingfeld Chapel visitors are asked not to use the pews and encouraged to use the hand sanitiser provided. In the Chapel 
the model of the church as it was before the spire collapse in 1948 has been restored by Mike Wood. Regular church services resumed 
at Easter, with Sunday morning services taking place once a month as advertised on the church notice board.  
 
APPENDIX F (Hewars and Hammonds Trust Report) -Miles Griffin, Chair 
The Hewars Trust was formed from money left under the Will of Thomas Hewar in 1619 and is for the benefit of the Church and of the 
poor in perpetuity, together with monies from the sale of the original School House which is available for educational purposes for 
children living in the village. Income comes from the letting of approx 10 acres in Ferry Road and the shooting rights of the Poor Fen 
in Eastmoor Road. A small amount comes from the Yorkers Trust which is based in Cockley Cley. The current Trustees are: Charles 
Ashley, Miles Griffin – Chairman, Paul Smythe, Simon Willies - Hon Clerk,Ex Officio – gapped. The monies are invested (after taking 
professional advice) in Schroders Equity Income Trust for Charities and The Growth Trust for Charities.  At a time when it is extremely 
difficult to invest for income the monies are still generating a small amount of income. The monies are distributed to anyone in need 
in the village who either apply to one of the Trustees or whose need is brought to our attention by friends, neighbours etc.  Help can 
be applied for at any time during the year for anyone in need or for educational purposes. Since the last report the Hewars trustees 
have made a commitment to support the village defibrillator, providing replacement consumables as required for a 5-year period. The 
Hewars trustees has also provided a grant towards the provision of a playground for the youth of the village, in addition to the annual 
payment to the church. The accounts for the year 2020 can be viewed on the Charity Commission website, with a link available on the 
Oxborough Voice website. 
 
APPENDIX G (Speedwatch Report) -Frankie Watkins, Co-Ordinator 
Speeding continues to be one of the priorities for the constabulary and there are now in excess of 90 Speedwatch groups across the 
whole of Norfolk.  Now in its fifth year, the Oxborough Speedwatch group continues to operate with a small but dedicated group of 
seven volunteers.   Like everything else, our activities have been severely curtailed by national and local lockdowns and we have only 
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been able to operate for three months since the end of March 2020.  The number of cars we see has reduced by as much as 50% but a 
greater percentage of those vehicles is speeding.  During the few sessions when we have been out we have seen up to 20% of vehicles 
speeding, some above 45mph.   We continue to concentrate our efforts on Swaffham and Stoke Ferry Road where we see the highest 
numbers of vehicles.  During lockdowns, when we have been unable to go out, the community enforcement officer has been in the 
village, unfortunately I have not been given any information about the number of vehicles they have recorded or Notices of Intent to 
Prosecute issued We are now once again allowed to operate under’ the rule of six’ outside.  All our procedures have been assessed by 
the constabulary and we have modified our working to ensure the safety of the volunteers and compliance with Covid-19 protocols. 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the volunteers for their support, hard work and good humour particularly over the 
last 12 months when we have all had to adapt.   We are always keen to attract more volunteers to the group.  If you would be 
interested in joining us, please get in touch or come and say a socially distanced ‘hi’ if you see us in the village.   The more 
volunteers we have the more sessions we can do and the greater our impact will be. 
 
APPENDIX H (History Group Report) – Bar Prichard 
I greatly appreciate this opportunity to put the status of the History Group on record for the village in the absence of a formally 
constituted set-up. Interest and enquiries continue to be welcome. Pease contact Bar Pritchard  (01366 328 730 : 
bargeoff@yahoo.com) 
Further to the May 2019 report, the group of 5 appointed at the Jan 2019 open meeting had dwindled to 3 by October 2019. Bob Greef 
had very sadly died. A staunch HG supporter, (having been raised in Oxburgh Hall’s Church Lodge as son of Fred Greef, Head Gardener 
there), he was a major contributor to the book being produced on Oxborough’s history, as well as the archive. James Parry withdrew 
due to pressure of work but continues his support, and Brian Bennett suffered considerable ill health, and subsequently moved away.  
A further ‘Open Archives’ session was organised for August Bank Holiday, followed by a ‘revival’ Open Meeting in Oct 2019 in hopes of 
establishing a committee / working group to take the HG forward. The 10 people who attended, while thoroughly enjoying the extra 
attraction for the meeting, (which was Anne Mason’s excellent illustrated presentation on the History of Thetford Forest and the new 
Heritage Trail at High Lodge), they were not themselves either available or sufficiently interested in forming a working group/ 
committee.  Mike Craig committed to continuing Treasurer responsibilities, ensuring that funds are safe and accounted for. Then 
standing at £4025 + £16.50 petty cash – which to date is unchanged - this balance is largely earmarked for publication costs for the 
‘History of Oxborough’ book on which work continues, supported by several villagers. I agreed to complete the funded projects, 
maintain the archive (thanks to the Village Hall’s much appreciated hosting of it), and respond to enquiries, both local and from far 
away via the free Wix website, (replacing the expensive GoDaddy site for which grant funding ran out). Tristan more recently has very 
kindly offered help with its upgrading. 
Enquiries/contributions over the past 2 years have been intriguing and informative, and the stories, finds and photographs that have 
come to light are fascinating. 
These include:- 
1. A noteable find, (from the Wissey at Ferry Farm, several years back), came to light. We got it provisionally identified, (via the 
Eastern Region NT archaeologist working at Oxburgh Hall), as a Neolithic quern - a stone tool for hand-grinding grain – possibly up to 
6000 years old, but confirmation by experts is still awaited - delayed by Covid constraints. 
2. The story of four Oxborough families (Bassetts and Ellis’s) who emigrated to Canada in 1836, and settled in the colony of Quebec 
(then part of the British Empire). Their wonderfully named settlements are ‘Herringville’ and ‘Knicky Knocky’.  
3. An enquiry about the military “Oxburgh Volunteers” (as opposed to NT volunteers) came from a gun expert and enthusiast who had 
just bought, at auction, a musket c1795, riddled with wood worm but beautifully engraved with “Oxburgh Vol”.  There had by then 
been at least three credible threats of Napoleon invading Norfolk (1744 – 1783). The Government’s defence policy at the time this 
time – when the musket was made - was to call up a citizen militia of untrained amateurs, led by equally amateur officers from 
amongst the local gentry. The musket is being restored for return to Oxburgh Hall.  
4. BA couple of beautiful photographs from around 1900, of Thomas Challis, Gamekeeper at The Hall, with his family outside the old 
gamekeeper’s lodge, (Park Lodge/Keeper’s Lodge?), This was standing, still visible in Foulden Road into the 1980s – (at the left bend 
opposite the old Saw Mill) - and is still remembered as having been surrounded by a beautiful water garden - but is now sadly a 
derelict ruin behind the trees. 
5. Donation of an old nibbed, dip-in pen and ruler dug up from the playground of the old flint Protestant school. 
Moving into 2020, much was starting to happen at Oxb Hall with the NTs £6m major repair and restoration project -‘Raise the Roof’- 
that had been planned with great emphasis on public involvement, including training and participation in the extensive archaeological 
investigations, for which some volunteers were recruited via the HG circulation list. (Graffiti recording Project and the Underfloor 
Archaeology Project.) Unfortunately, Covid struck just as public meetings on the progress of the project had been booked at the VH, 
sadly having to be cancelled, with volunteers about to be trained for the archaeological projects having to be stood down.  
Sadly, these great opportunities have been missed. It means instead that all the amazing discoveries to date have been made by a 
lone archaeologist working on site.  Meanwhile, the HG, in terms of meetings and open days, remains in abeyance, but a speaker 
stands ready to present an illustrated talk on some of the many remarkable finds from under the floorboards at Oxburgh Hall, if there 
is sufficient interest once Covid constraints are relaxed.  We could also still follow up Anne Mason’s invitation to join her for a 
personally conducted walk of the new Heritage Trail at High Lodge.  
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APPENDIX I -Annual Bank Reconciliation Y/E 31 March 2021 

RECEIPTS 2021 2020 PAYMENTS 2021 2020

£ £ £ £

Breckland Council Precept 3046.00 3046.00 Insurance 162.21 170.75

National Trust 150.00 150.00 St. John’s Evangelist Church 175.00 175.00

Hire Village Green 0.00 180.00 Royal British Legion 30.00 30.00

VAT return 496.87 611.88 Clerks Salary & Expenses 1122.87 1064.11

Donation for Poppy Wreath - Mr. Paul Gilluley 30.00 30.00 Village Hall Hire/Zoom Meetings 57.56 78.00

Grant funding tow ards Playground Project 4000.00 9699.00 HMRC 408.80 0.00

VAT 904.31 211.70

VAT return (note 3) 407.92 0.00

C.G.M. annual green maintenance 567.00 567.00

C.G.M hedge cutting 278.87 0.00

Ladyw ell Accountancy Services 50.00 0.00

R&A Lambert 0.00 200.00

Neighbourhood Watch costs 0.00 60.00

Village green Tree costs (note 4) 580.00 265.00

Village green sundry costs 0.00 26.50

Flow ers for residents 100th birthday 0.00 30.00

Bank charges 60.00 25.00

Breckland Council  election recharge costs 0.00 662.42

NGF Play Ltd (deposit on playground) 3095.70 0.00

Total Receipts 7722.87 13716.88 Total Payments 7900.24 3565.48

£

Balance of accumulated funds as at 1 April 2020 B/F 13413.91 Grant Funding tow ards Playground Project 13699.00

7722.87 3095.70

7900.24 10603.30

13236.54 2633.24

13236.54

(Signature) Chair: ………………………………. (Signature)

Note 3. Issues w ith new  Online service w ith HMRC -0ver  payment refunded to HMRC

Note 4: Inspection of the Beech tree in 2019, follow ed by more indepth inspection in 2020

Note 1.Auditors of the accounts are PKF Littlejohn LLP 

Note 2. Queries relating to the above accounts should be referred in the f irst instance to the Clerk at the follow ing address:Sw allow s,Oxborough,King’s Lynn,PE33 9PS (07900 587 825).

Add Receipts

S. Hernandez -Clerk……………………………..

Less Payments

Balance as at 31 March 2021 C/F

Less Expenditure to Date 

Balance of Restricted Funds

Restricted Funds

General Funds

Balance of Total Accumulated Funds

Receipts & Payments Summary @ 31 March 2021

 
 


