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OXBOROUGH DOORSTEP GREEN ACTION GROUP (ODGAG) 
 
Minutes of Meeting on Wednesday 26th March 2003, 7pm Venue: Whippletree House  
Present: Charles Ashley, Chris Heatley, Susan Hernandez, Henry Lambert, Chris Mathews, Barbara Pritchard, 
John Voaden,  Alastair Rhind, Rural Projects Officer Breckland Council. Alan McGee was unable to attend. 
 

1) The second Landscape Architect Mr. Ivan Robinson  (and his associate Hazel wooding) had visited 
Oxborough on Monday 24th to view the green.  Susan attended the meeting and advised Mr. Robinson 

reference.  Susan gave him the results of the questionnaire. 
2) us that when we prepare the 

letter to the Landscape Architects that we get a quotation of just how long it will take them to prepare 
drawings and designs for the site and a preliminary idea of the costings involved in producing the green. 

3) Charles suggested that the cost of the project should be relative to the scale of the green  it should be 
quite apparent to the Landscape Architect that a quotation would be in proportion to the size of the 
green, ie just over two acres, so fairly modest. Also, as the Countryside Agency has recommended them, 

 
4) The group agreed that as a consultation had been completed, followed by an open day at which more 

input from the village has been received, the village green should be designed in accordance with these 
views, from which accurate costs can be calculated.  We have probably gained the best feel of village 
opinion via the consultation and it would be no good to allow the scheme to be taken over or swept 
aside in some grandiose work-shop orientated project! The bottom line is that ODGAG present the 
design choices and the Landscape Architect calculates the costs. 

5) The majority sentiment is positively no major changes or urbanization, a low-key looking village green, 
rustic and natural looking.  However, the Countryside Agency require positive changes to warrant 
funding, so we must specify exactly how this low-key look will be achieved. 

6) The letter should be supported by: (a) copies of the site plans which have been completed by 
villagers (Charles will arrange for colour copies to be made, 3 of each) 

(b) the results of the questionnaire   
(c) a blank copy of the questionnaire should also be included 

stickie -size plan.  
(e)As the second-stage funding will include 3 years of 

maintenance costs, this issue must also be included in the letter. 
These will add up to the brief from which the Landscape Architect will work.  It will be in the best 
interest of ODGAG to obtain a fairly detailed quotation, as the Countryside Agency require evidence 
that the project will result in an enhanced facility for all the community. 

7) The content of the letter is crucial: It must be made clear that there is a strong feeling in the village to 
see as little change as possible, although there is support for varied features. Re-inforce the fact that the 
consultation has already been completed (see note 5).  It is vital that any proposed scheme must take 
into account that the maintenance be kept to a minimum as in such a small, rural village, fundraising 
will always be a difficulty.  Obviously the Landscape Architect will make a survey of the existing green, 
which will document the fact that there is really nothing on the green which needs removing (just the 
telegraph poles). The importance of defining deadlines: i.e. mail letter by tomorrow evening (27th 
March), request response by 12 noon Friday 4th April; (make decision at ODGAG meeting that night).  
Inform successful Landscape Architect on Monday 7th April, requesting completed detailed drawings 
and accurate cost breakdown by Wednesday 23rd April. 
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8) Susan will draft the letter, email Alastair and Charles, who will respond by tomorrow morning, making 
any changes via email.  Susan will then email Allison Conder at the Countryside Agency with the final 
version, requesting her approval and once received (after making any necessary changes) the letter will 
be printed and posted to the Landscape Architects that afternoon, catching the 5pm post at Stoke Ferry.  
(Charles will have supplied copied maps by then!). Susan will also email Landscape Architects. 

9) 
choice, as although fairly costly, would provide a certain degree of instant effect, which would be 

 
10) Barbara informed the committee that the new hedgerow Ian planted two years ago looks like it will be 

coming into its own this spring an added bonus! 
11) Henry informed the committee that Ian had asked whether ODGAG will pay for his legal fees arising 

from selling his land.  As Ian had not already made it a formal condition of sale when he first responded 
to the letter from the Parish Council, it was considered unlikely that the Countryside Agency would 
support the request.  Charles will speak to Ian regarding this matter. 

12) The question of whether Ian might have a report on the ecological features of the land  available via the 
ESA scheme- was brought up;  Charles will ask Ian. 

13) Barbara will inform John the venue and time for the next meeting as he had left earlier on to attend a 
village hall meeting. 

14) Date and venue of next meeting: Friday 4th ws).  Alastair and Henry 
apologized in advance for not attending. 

15) Meeting closed at 7.55pm. 


