
 

Oxborough Annual Parish Meeting                                                Signed by Simon Willies…………………… 
15 April 2021                                                                              Dated……………………………………………….. 

Meeting of Oxborough Electors, 15 April 2021, starting at 7.30pm. 

Held via Zoom 

Simon Willies welcomed everyone to the annual meeting for all electors to have their say and think of topics they 
would like taking forward. He thanked Susan Hernandez for volunteering to take the minutes. He asked if all would 
put themselves on mute, and to notify either Susan or himself if they have something to say. 

Present: Simon Willies (Chairing the meeting), Graham Allison, Rebecca Ashley, Jeff Cutler, Hilary Gay, Chris Heatley, 
Susan Hernandez (minute taker), Grant Kennedy, Colin & Elizabeth Mason, Ian Monson, Cate & Tristan Tomlinson, 
Cathy Warnock, Dave & Frankie Watkins, Elaine Willies. 

1. Agreement of minutes of 2019 meeting (no meeting in 2020 due to Covid-19) 
 Simon pointed out that these minutes had been signed off following the AGM in May 2019. 

 
2. Update on issues from 2019 

2.1 Regarding the bus shelter area surface – planings programmed by NCC – Susan confirmed that this had 
been completed and that it remains in good condition. 
2.2 SAM2 sign is now also deployed on Foulden Road. 
2.3 The grass is being regularly cut on the corner of the Swaffham Road (opposite Eastmoor Road)     
although NCC refused permission for erection of posts. 
2.4 Hewars and Hammond Charities do always issue an annual report on amounts of grants awarded and the 
financial activities of the Charities. 
2.5 Ian Monson was already a serving Governor for Gooderstone Primary School. 
2.6 The play area on the village green has happened and Simon gave the following update: 

Oxborough Farms Ltd (OFL) consent letter with conditions has been signed, the location has been staked out to 
meet the conditions of the letter. NGF Play Ltd (NGF) confirmed that work on installing the play equipment will 
begin end of May/start of June, and the work may well be completed by 21 June 2021 – which is the date when the 
final Covid-19 restrictions will be lifted. NGF will supply the fencing inline with the letter, which means that the 
cost has increased - £9895.06, far greater than expected. However, there is sufficient funds, using the balance of 
funding £1316, plus the very generous donation of £5000 for which grateful thanks is offered and finally the VAT 
refund £3713 (on the NGF invoices). This leaves a small surplus of approximately £130. The big problem for the 
Parish Council is cash flow, as VAT refund can only be claimed once the invoices have been paid, after which the 
repayment takes time to come through. However, this can be overcome as a very generous resident has offered a 
short-term interest-free loan. This would need to be agreed at a full council meeting, whether EGM or the AGM in 
May. The PC has checked the PC Financial Regulations – Section 8 (Loans & Investments)- which permits the PC to 
take out a loan. Also referring to the Guide to Parish & Town Council Borrowing in England, under section ‘when is a 
borrowing approval not required’, the PC meet the criteria (short term cash flow to be repaid in the same financial 
year). And finally, there is the ‘general power of confidence’ covered by the Localisation Act (2011) which gives 
councils the power to do anything an individual can do provided it is not prohibited by other legislation. So the 
playground project is ready to go. Now the PC must pay the legal costs, estimated at £1000. This will be met by PC 
funds but could jeopardise other work planned such as a replacement bench. He had heard of a suggestion on the 
village hub Oxborough FB page that there may be Crowdfunding for play area costs, which if true sounds like a very 
good idea.  
There was no comment. 
 
3. Open forum for discussion of any topic raised by a resident of Oxborough Parish 
3.1 The Chair posed the idea of putting a Christmas tree on the green, twinkling away until midnight. Susan agreed 
that a tree would be welcome but mentioned that the Village Hall Committee (VHC) had put one up last Christmas. 
Cathy Warnock (Chair of VHC) said that it had about cost £35 and that they were hoping to repeat it in the years 
ahead, by keeping funds available for 10 years or so. She mentioned how the Church always organises the carol 
singing but that in addition last year Cate Tomlinson had generously bought presents for village children. So there is 
a proposal that the VHC work with the Church so as not to interfere with their event, or maybe link with an 
indoor/outdoor event at the hall and Cate Tomlinson will work with them to, help organise a fund-raising event to 
fund the presents instead of one individual (as this was expensive). Looking forward to the end of Covid-19, 
especially by Christmas, to plan events for everyone to share. Hilary Gay thought it was a lovely idea to have a 
Christmas tree on the village green. 
 

The Chair thanked everyone for attending the meeting and wished them a good night. 
The meeting ended at 7.43pm. 


